
Time Signatures, Measures, and Rhythms 
Before we can begin making music we have to set some rules about how we want notes and  
rhythms to behave.  This rule is called a time signature .  Time signatures have two parts,
 a top number and a bottom number.  The Bottom number tells us what type of note receives 
one beat.  The number stands for a certain kind of note.  To keep things easy, we will only
 work with the number 4, which stands for quarter note.  The top number explains how 
many beats we can put into one measure of music.  Again, to keep things easy, lets stick 
with 4. 
 
 
 

The next step helps us to understand the relationship between notes now that we have a 
rule.  Fill out the Rhythm Tree diagram below.  Write the name of the note in the left 
blank and the note's value in the right blank.  Practice drawing notes in the boxes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.  How Many Half Notes fit into One Whole Note? 
2.  How many Quarter Notes fit into one Whole Note? 
3.  How many Quarter Notes fit into one Whole Note? 
4.  How Many Whole Notes can fit into one measure of music? 
5.  How Many Half Notes can fit into one measure of music? 
6.  How Many Quarter Notes can fit into one measure of music? 

Name: ________________________ 
 
Band: ________    Slot: __________ 



 
Measures are like Houses in on a street and we can only fit so many notes in each house,  
draw the correct note in the box after one is given for you. 

 
If we change the top number of the key signature we change how many beats fit in a measure
 or house.  The house are smaller.  Lets change it to 3 and try the same kind of activity. 

 
Now lets ally shrink things down and try changing it to 2. 

Now, lets write some music.  In the three lines below write rhythms in each time 
signature.  Remember, the measures are like the houses above.  Try to use different 
groups of notes. 
 


